AR NGl A S
55445 20194F
IR O¥ELIFERNZBIT HEBM DN R 72O WT
— U 2 DT D DRI TEER D B —

R %
BRIEMAY: AR AR

Handling of Teaching Materials in Clay Play Activities for Pre-Elementary Children 1I
— From Clay Pulverization Experiment to Recycle Clay —
Hidekazu FUKAO
Department of Early Childhood Care and Education, Shiga Junior College

Abstract: This thesis examines clay recycling which was a concern in last year's paper Fukao (2017) "Handling
of Teaching Materials in Clay Play of Infants - Contents of Activities and Characteristics of Materials" in which
I considered the way of handling soil clay. In this paper I clarify the results of an experiment conducted on
clay recycling and I discuss the handling of clay by teachers in future clay play.

Clay play is one fascinating kind of play that attracts children. Yet from the standpoint of teachers, clay is a
teaching material that needs considerable effort in management of the clay itself, in preparation, and in cleaning
up afterwards. In general, at each kindergarten and nursery school, clay is not dried, and it is always stored with
hardness suitable for modeling. However, it is very difficult to preserve it in this state and this effort is
immeasurable.

In order to solve the problem of reducing the labor involved in clay play and to also allow children to
experience the activity of powdered clay play, we conducted an experiment to make dried clay into powder.

It has been proved that clay can easily be powdered using a mill, and it has been found that there is no need to
care about the moisture of the clay on a daily basis if the clay has been dried and powdered for preservation.
Moreover, by making clay into a powdered state and promoting the activity of powdered clay, it became clear
that cost can be reduced through eliminating the necessity of purchasing new clay each time.

Furthermore, considering the future clay play of children based on this result, the various activities of powdered

clay play also becomes possible when this clay circulation system is implemented.
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