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The Founding of The Congress of Japanese and Chinese Geography (Nicchu Chirigaku
Kaigi) and Its Meaning for the Development of the International Academic Exchange
Motohide AKIYAMA

President, Shiga Junior College

Abstract: In 1983 an academic congress whose name was “The Congress of Japanese and
Chinese Geography (Nicchu Chirigaku Kaigi)” was founded in Tokyo, Japan. Its purpose was
to promote friendship relation between Japanese and Chinese geographical societies and to
make chance for exchanging outcome of geographical research of both sides. As its main
business they made an arrangement with Chinese partner, the Geographical Society of China,
about mutual visiting by geographers once every two years. The President of the congress was
Professor Michihiro Kono, Kansai University, and Vice President was Professor Masatoshi
Yoshino, Tsukuba University, and starting members are about 60, at later days over 100. From
1983 to 2007 they have exchanged delegates 7 times mutually. In the period when this congress
was founded, it was not only difficult to travel alone in China, but almost impossible to make
field work without permission and assistant by the official government. And Japanese
geographers who had been to China, especially to local areas that were not open for ordinal
sight-seeing, were not so many. And Chinese geographers who had experienced exchange
activities with Japanese colleagues were very few. Under such a situation this founding of the
congress had a certain meaning for developing geographical research and academic exchange of
both sides. But after the period of rapid economic development in China, especially in eastern
and southern seaside areas, it became easier to exchange academic activities and some Japanese
geographers could take field work with Chinese colleagues. This paper makes report about the
history of the congress and explains its meaning for the development of friendship relation

among geographers on both sides.

F—U— R H#5 (geography) , HHBIfR (Sino-Japanese relation) , [EFRI A3

(international academic exchange)
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