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The Country of Roads, the Castles of Warriors, Towns of Merchants, and the Homeland of
Farmers and Fishermen
Motohide AKIYAMA

President of Shiga Junior College

2 &% This paper discusses the fundamental character of Omi-country, today’s Shiga
Prefecture, from the view point of historical geography. I propose three basic geographical
viewpoints to understand Omi-country. 1) The national roads, which constructed beginning
structures of traffic network and local central places in Omi. 2) The castles and the towns
which were constructed by feudal loads and merchants who were called Omi-Shonin
(merchant). 3) Omi has very fertile land and lake, which have produced many farm products
and freshwater products for regional prosperity. In a process of historical development Omi

can be divided by regionalization in six main regions.
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