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An Essay about the Regional Structure of China 
 From Viewpoint of Historical Geography

Motohide AKIYAMA
President, Shiga Junior College

Abstract: (Essay) In this essay I discussed three themes about geography of China and other three big countries 

by comparing them. (1) Considering the country’s area the biggest one in the world is Russia whose area has 

seventeen million square kilometers. And the second lank countries are Canada, USA and China, all of which 

have areas of about ten million square kilometers. Although USA and China have same condition in their great 

area and their natural conditions, they are very different in their history and regional structure. Today as USA and 

China are two big countries in fierce rivalry for many fields, it is interesting and important to understand the 

fundamental characters of two countries from historical-geographical viewpoint, which will give some 

perspective to the geopolitical analysis of two counties. (2) About the regional structure of China I have written 

some papers, and presented a schematic diagram to understand it. Here I try to explain the contemporary changing 

regional structure of China using this diagram. (3) After the unification by Qin Shi Emperor China has 

experienced many times of shift from unified age to divided age. Especially in the frontier zone of the country 

we can see many transition of national boundaries and ruling ethic groups. To understand such a changing 

historical-geographical image I produced some historical maps for main stages in Chinese history. 
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