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Consideration of the Consciousness of "Beautiful Things" and "Beauty"
in the Field of Art Expression in Early Childhood Education
--Through the Analysis of a Questionnaire Survey from Kindergarten Teachers, Nursery School
Teachers and College Students in the Early Childhood Care and Education Department--
Hidekazu FUKAO
Department of Early Childhood Care and Education, Shiga Junior College

Abstract: In this paper, we conduct a questionnaire survey of kindergarten teachers and nursery teachers about the
words "beautiful things" and "beauty" in early childhood education, and investigate and clarify their consciousness
of the words. The words "beautiful things" and "beauty" appear several times in the guidelines for kindergarten
education, nursery school childcare, and centers for early childhood education and childcare. However, the words
are ambiguous and not clarified. As a training school for early childhood education and childcare workers, we
have to provide guidance to students. It is indispensable to grasp an understanding of the words to some extent. I
asked kindergarten teachers and nursery school teachers who are currently in a teaching position how they
understand the words "beautiful" and "beauty" through a questionnaire survey. The collected questionnaires were
text mined to clarify their awareness of these words. We also considered attributes, such as the length of their pre-
elementary education work experience and their age, in relation to their answers. The same questionnaire was also
taken for new students who entered the university’s early childhood care and education department to examine
whether there was a difference. In conclusion, in addition to the anticipated results of the questionnaire survey, it
was found that in regard to "beautiful things" and "beauty", the kindergarten and nursery school teachers showed
an awareness of the child’s perception of the concepts, and were paying attention to the movement of the child's

mind through observation of the child.
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