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Handling of Teaching Materials in Clay Play Activities for Pre-Elementary Children
— From the Viewpoint of Activities and Material Properties —
Hidekazu FUKAO
Department of Early Childhood Care and Education, Shiga Junior College

Abstract: Clay play is one fascinating kids’ play that attracts children so much that they forget time. However,
from the standpoint of teachers, clay is a teaching material that needs considerable effort in management of the
clay itself, in preparation and in cleaning up afterwards. In addition, it is difficult to hold a work exhibition at a
kindergarten, because clay is very brittle and difficult to handle with drying alone, and it is impossible to maintain
the shape unless it is processed, such as by firing in a kiln, which is difficult for individual educational institutions.
For these reasons, clay tends to be avoided at sites of early childhood education. Besides, even teachers who
understand the excellent beneficial aspects of using clay as a teaching material consider it a troublesome material
to use. In regards to the use of clay in teaching, in order to ensure that children are fascinated by materials like
clay, and that their sensitivity and inquisitiveness are nurtured through this play, research on the characteristics
and handling of this teaching material is necessary.

In this paper, we will consider and examine the hypothesis of using pottery techniques to solve clay properties

and handling issues in clay-based activities in early childhood education.
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